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Abstract: In this work, we summarize our recent advances in 2D beamsteering using
optical phased arrays operating in NIR and SWIR wavelengths, covering different archi-
tectures and steering techniques based on active phase shifting and wavelength tuning.

1. Introduction

Light detection and ranging (LiDAR) has drawn significant attention over the last decade, mainly driven by ap-
plications in the automotive industry, with increasing interest from the consumer and industrial sectors. Emerging
LiDAR architectures focus on reducing their dependency on mechanical scanning devices, with optical phased
arrays (OPAs) gaining significant visibility for solid-state beamforming. Size, weight, power and cost (SWaP-C)
criteria are major driving forces in the adoption of photonic integrated circuits (PICs) for developing LiDAR,
where most key photonic building blocks can be densely packed on Si/SiN platforms and manufactured using
CMOS-compatible foundry processes [1,2]. In this paper, we summarize our recent work in demonstrating 2D
beamsteering using PIC-based OPAs operating in NIR (~905nm) and SWIR (~1550 nm) wavelengths, imple-
menting different architectures and steering techniques based on active phase shifting and wavelength tuning.

2. OPA-based 2D beamsteering

In optical phased arrays, light is typically emitted off-chip through grating-based optical antennas. Full 2D beam-
steering of a single far-field spot (or pattern) can be achieved with a 2D array of optical emitters with active phase
shift control of each element [2, 3], as illustrated in Fig. 1(a). This architecture has a straightforward design and
uses a fixed wavelength laser source; however, it results in complex waveguide and electrical routing, and requires
a large number of phase shifters and optical elements. An alternative approach for achieving 2D beamsteering is
to use a 1D OPA, where active phase shifting can be combined with wavelength tuning of the laser source [4,5], as
illustrated in Fig. 1(b). The emission angle of each antenna is wavelength-dependent, which allows 1D steering in
the direction along the antenna, while steering in the second direction is achieved by active phase shifting. Finally,
2D beamsteering can also be achieved using fully dispersive architectures [6—8], where both steering directions
are controlled by the wavelength of the laser source, as illustrated in Fig. 1(c). The architecture shown here uses
an arrayed waveguide grating (AWG) approach, where light is split in a star coupler or splitter tree and then routed
with incremental delay lines that deliver the required phase shift to each antenna. Additional solid-state steering
methods include liquid-crystal leaky antennas [9] and focal plane arrays [10].

(long) delay

coupler / lines " fast axis
splitter ™\« slow axis

coupler / splitter
fixed P P

wavelength P )

optical
antenna

coupler / splitter tunable

laser

optical
antenna

phase shifter

shifter (a) () (©)

Fig. 1: OPA architectures for 2D beamsteering: (a) 2D array with active phase shifting; (b) 1D array with phase shifting and wavelength tuning;
and (c) 1D dispersive array (full wavelength tuning) using an AWG approach.
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3. Discretized dispersive OPAs

Dispersive OPAs work well for small arrays (up to ~100 emitters) but become impractical when scaling up to
thousands of emitters, which is normally required in long-range LiDAR systems (with large apertures and there-
fore low diverging spots in the far field). The total length of the required delay lines results in significant chip
area, optical loss, and phase errors. To overcome this scaling problem, we recently explored different types of
discretized dispersive OPAs [8]. The approach consists in dividing large arrays into smaller blocks that, when
combined, produce a pixelated far-field pattern with the required angular resolution of the large array. The concept
is illustrated in Fig. 2(a).
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Fig. 2: OPA architectures: (a) discretized dispersive OPA for 2D beamsteering; and (b) on-chip phase interrogators for phase calibration.

4. On-chip phase calibration

For accurate beamforming, it is critical to correct for any optical phase errors that might result from fabrication
non-uniformities such as local waveguide thickness or width variations. Temperature gradients within the chip
or different operating wavelengths may also require phase adjustments. These issues can be mitigated with on-
chip calibration schemes that use scalable integrated phase interrogators and active phase shifters, as we recently
demonstrated in [11, 12]. The approach allows for fast calibration with reduced computational power. The concept
is illustrated in Fig. 2(b), where a small fraction of the optical signal that feeds a specific antenna is tapped off and
compared to the adjacent signal (through a coupler and photodetector to determine the phase difference). Active
phase shifting is then used to correct for any phase errors (and for beamsteering), typically achieved through
different effects such as thermo-optic, electro-optic, liquid crystal or plasma dispersion. Here we use thermal
phase shifters, which have low insertion loss, simple design and high reproducibility (despite limitations in terms
of power consumption and switching speed).

5. Summary

Optical phased arrays are attractive for beamforming and solid-state beamsteering in LiDAR systems, and can
be implemented in integrated photonic platforms. This paper presents our recent beamsteering demonstrations
implemented in Si/SiN processes, operating at NIR and SWIR wavelengths.
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